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Background 
This document contains information on other sources of data (fisheries control data and logbook data) in 
Germany. 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider the information and take action as appropriate.  
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Other sources of data (fisheries control data and logbook data) in Germany 

CP are invited to describe national monitoring schemes for by-catches of marine mammals and 
water birds in order to get a comprehensive overview of available additional data sources. 

Last haul fisheries control data in Germany 

In Germany the fisheries control agency (Federal Office for Agriculture and Food - BLE) is 
responsible for last haul sampling in the EEZ of the German North and Baltic Sea. “Last haul” control 
in Germany–in coordination with the European Fisheries Control Agency- is focused almost 
exclusively on mobile trawl fisheries. The main task of the last haul control is the selectivity of a net 
with respect to the landing obligation. The aim of these controls is to verify whether fish bycatch in 
previous hauls have been written down in log-books accordingly. The fish bycatch in the last haul 
should usually have a similar bycatch composition. This issue is of less relevance in the gillnet fishery 
due to the fact that fish bycatch is generally lower compared to the trawl fishery. Thus, last haul 
control is not a very useful tool to monitor the bycatch in the gillnet fishery.  

Nevertheless, there have also been a few last haul controls in set gillnets although much less 
compared to the Danish fishery. In the four year period between April 2014 and March 2018, 
Germany carried out 432 last haul controls in the Baltic Sea (DK: 327 for comparison) of which 12 
% (n= 52, mean per year: 13) were in set gillnets. (DK for comparison: 40%, n=131, mean 33 per 
year).  

In the coastal waters of Schleswig Holstein, the water police is responsible for the last haul 
control. In Schleswig – Holstein  the last haul control is restricted to trawl fisheries and serves for the 
purpose to verify logbook data of previous hauls with respect to the amount of discards recorded by 
the fishermen. With respect to set nets, there is another fisheries control by the water police. It is 
done when a police vessel accidentally comes across a hauling fishing vessel. An on-board control 
is usually carried out towards the end of hauling. In particular, the control is carried out with respect 
to allowability of fishing gear, catch composition (including by-catch), minimum sizes, certificates and 
logbook entries. In 2016 in the coastal waters of Schleswig-Holstein (Baltic Sea) 35 on-board 
controls and in 2017, 51 on-board controls were carried out. According to the information of the water 
police, no marine mammals or birds have so far been detected in gillnets by the control officers 
during the controls. 

However, it appears unlikely that bird and marine mammal by-catch would be detected in such a 
procedure as hauling already took place for an unknown period and by-caught mammals and birds 
could have dropped out of the net or been discarded already. In the logbooks there is no special box 
for entry of bird and mammal by-catch. Further, no effort can be assigned to gillnet fishery controlled 
in such way. Water policemen are less well-trained compared to BLE observers or scientific 
observers of the Thuenen Institute. 

 

Implementation of the logbook data requirements in the Control Regulation in Germany 

Regarding Annex 3 Data Sources on Fisheries Dependent Information 

In the Excel Table provided by DK (Jörgen Dalskov), “gear dimension” is marked as optional. There 
appears to be a mismatch between  Annex X (Ref. (10)) of Reg. 404/2011 (“mandatory”) and Annex 
XI (column 2) which defines this with respect to the fishing codes (“optional”).  

Gunnar Wolff, Fisheries Inspector of the European Commission (Gunnar.WOLFF@ec.europa.eu) 
provided the following explanation (mail from March 23, 2018): “Annex X of the CIR 404/2011 defines 
the requirements for information in the logbook (to be precise: INSTRUCTIONS TO MASTERS OF 
FISHING VESSELS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A FISHING LOGBOOK, A 
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LANDING DECLARATION OR A TRANSHIPMENT DECLARATION). So field (10) Gear dimension 
is (M) – Mandatory. This was introduced with the amendment of the CIR by Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/1962 of 28 October 2015. Actually I could end here. But for a 
more complete discussion of your question, the Annex XI defines the codes. If you check the column 
2 you will not only find that the column header stated (optional) but also that not for all gear codes a 
dimension is defined (e.g. lampara). So for these gears the master cannot chose a code. I hope it is 
clear now, that the reporting obligation it mandatory where applicable”. 

The logbok requirements (optional and mandatory fields) in the Control Regulation have been fully 
implemented by Germany. No additional “mandatory” fields have been added (Information by 
Ministry for Energy Transition, Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas of the State of Schleswig-
Holstein).  

The Federal Office of Agriculture and Food (BLE) gave the following information regarding 
optional and mandatory logbook requirements in the German EEZ. 

• According to Annex X data on the dimension of the fishing gear are mandatory in the logbook, 
but only as defined in Annex XI. According to Annex XI data on the length and height of the 
net are not mandatory and are only registered if they have been reported in the logbook. . 
The type of gear and mesh opening are mandatory.  

• Data on the fishing (soak) time are in Germany not mandatory, but are registered, if they 
have been recorded in the logbook, which is usually not the case. 

• In the trawl fishery the geographical position of the start and the end of the haul is reported 
mandatory. This regulation is not exiting for the set gillnet fishery.   

• Data on the “volume of landing” are only recorded, if they have been reported in the logbook 
and are not mandatory. 

Further sources of data 

Schleswig-Holstein: 

It is mandatory to report by-caught porpoises in coastal waters of Schleswig-Holstein to the senior 
fisheries authority (§9 Küstenfischereiverordnung KÜFO-SH). In the past there was no reporting, 
even so by-catches of harbor porpoise occurred regularly (e.g. documented by dead stranded 
animals with netmarks). 

Voluntary agreement for the protection of harbour porpoises and diving sea ducks between the 
Ministry for Energy Transition, Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas of the State of Schleswig-
Holstein and two fishery organisations (since 2013, extended in geographical area 2015).  

“In order to improve the knowledge base, the fishing industry will  […] land captured dead 
porpoises for further scientific research.” In 2016, ten dead porpoises have been delivered 
anonymously (Ministry for Energy Transition, Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas). However, 
it is unlikely that all by-caught specimens have been delivered/reported . 

No schemes for reporting or delivering of other marine mammal or bird by-catches are in place. 
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